In the Claims : 

Please cancel ciaims^^^ ^ 
Please amend claim 15 as follows. 
Please add new claims 21-60 as follows. 

1 - 14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Currently Amended) A vacuum cleaner comprising: ' ' ' 
a nozzle section; • .^n rv--,/- \ f . ^• 

a housing section pivotallv connected to said nozzle section and in fluid cdihifiiimcation 
with said nozzle section; . *. 

a dirt cup selectively mounted in said housing sec^^ 

a cyclonic airflow particle collecting chamber located in said dirt cup for separating 
collecting dirt and dust separated fi-om a suction aif stream flowing into said housiiig s e cti o n 
through said dirt cup between an an inlet l o cated adjacent a fust end of said housing radially 
displaced from a longitudinal axis of said particle collecting chamber arid aii axial outlet located 
adjacent a second e nd of said housuig secliuii of said dirt cup : 

a filter assembly located in said housina section dirt cup : 

said filter assembly comprising: 

a filter rack su pport, and 

a first filter element niounted on said filter rack support. 



16-20. (Cancelled). 



21 . (New) An upright vacuum cleaner comprising: 

' a nozzle base mcludirig a suc^^^ " 

an upright housing hingedly mounted on said nozzle base; 

a dirt cup selectively removable from an opening defined in said housing, said dirt cup 
having an open upper end; 

a suction source located in one of said nozzle base and said upright housing and being in 
fluid communication with said suction opening, said suction source being located beneath said dirt 
cup, wherein said dirt cup is in fluid communication with said suction opening and said suction 
source; 

a filter member mounted in said dirt cup and selectively removable therefrom; 
a particle collection chamber defined in said dirt cup for collecting particles separated from 
an associated airstream flowing from said suction opening through said filter; and, 
a closure for selectively covering said open upper end of said dirt cup. 

' 22, (New) The Vacuum cleaner of claim 2 1 further comprising a latch mechanism for 
selectively securing said dirt cup to said housing. 

23. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 21 further comprising a conduit for facilitating 
fluid communication between said suction opening and said dirt cup. 

24. ^ew) The vacuum cleaner of claim 21 further comprising a final filter located 
downstream from said suction source. 



(New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 24 wHerein one of said filter member and said 



final filter comprises a high efficiency particulate arrest (HEP A) filter medium. 

26. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 21 wherein said dirt cup has an axis and said 
filter has an axis which is coaxial with said dirt cup axis. 

27. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 21 wherein said dirt cup further comprises a 

handle. 

28. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 21 wherein said filter extends along an axis 
which is parallel to an axis of said dirt cup. 

29. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 28 wherein said filter is approximately 
cylindrical in shape. 

30. (New) An upright vacuum cleaner comprising: 
a base portion; 

an upright housing hingedly connected to the base portion and including an opening; 

a dirt cup removably positioned in said opening of said upright housing; 

a suction source mounted in one of said base portion and said upright housing, such that 
said suction source is located beneath said dirt cup; 

a first filter located in and removable with said dirt cup for filtering an associated air stream 
passing through said dirt cup; 

a second filter located downstream from said suction source, wherein at least one of said 
first and second filters comprises a high efficiency particulate arrest (HEP A) fiker medium. 



5 



3 1 . (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said dirt cup comprises a particle 
^collection chamber for collecfi 

said suction opening, through said filter. 

32. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said filter is releasably secured to 
said dirt cup. ' 

33 . . (New) The vaciium cleaner of claim 32 wherein said dirit cup and said filter are 
movable as a unit relative to said upright housing. 

34. (New) the vacuum cleaner of claim 30 further comprising a first conduit for 
facilitating fluid communication between said suction opening and said dirt cup. , 

35. ; (New) The vacuum ckaner of claim 34 further com^ 
facilitating fluid cdnrmiunication between said dirt cup and said suction source. 

36. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said first filter comprises a 
convoluted outer surface. 

37. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30, wherein said first filter comprises a 
thermoplastic material. 

38. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said dirt cup has an axis and said 
first filter has an axis which is coaxial with said dirt cup axis. 
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39. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said dirt cup further comprises a 

40. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 further comprising a filter support on 
which said first filter is mounted. 

41. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said first filter is approximately 
cylindrical in shape, 

42. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 30 wherein said first filter has an open central 
section extending along a longitudinal axis of said first filter. 

43 . (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 3 0 wherein said dirt cup further comprises a 
latch assembly for selectively securing said dirt cUp to said upright housing, 

44. (New) An upright vacuum cleaner comprising: 
a base portion; 

an upright housing hingedly connected to tlie base portion and including an opening; 
a dirt cup removably positioned in said opening of said upright housing; 
a suction source mounted in one of said base portion and said upright housing; 
a filter located in and removable with said dirt cup for filtering an associated airstream 
passing thrpugh said dirt cup; and, 

a particle collecting chamber located in said dirt cup, said particle collection chamber 
including: 
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a longitudinal axis, 

" an entrance to said particle- collection" chamber being oriented appfd?dfnately 
normal to said longitudinal axis, and 

an exit from said particle collection chamber being oriented parallel to said 
longitudinal axis. 

45. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 further comprising a filter suppoh member 
by which said filter is supported. 

46. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 wherein said filter is releasably secured to 
said dirt cup. 

47. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 46 wherein said dirt cup and said filter are 
movable as a unit relative to said upright housing, 

48. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 fiirther comprising a conduit for facilitating 
fluid communication between said suction opening and said dirt cup. 

49. (New) the vacuum cleaner of claim 44 further comprising a final filter located 
downstream from said suction source. . ' ' 

50. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 wherein one of said filter member and said 
final filter comprises a high efficiency particulate arrest (HEP A) filter medium. 
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51. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 wherein said filter extends along an axis 
- which is paralld to ain axis^^b^^^ 

52. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 51 wherein said filter has an open central 
section along which said filter axis extends. 

53 (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 wherein said dirt cup further comprises a 

handle. 

54. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 fijrther comprising a brushroU rotatably 
mounted to said nozzle base. 

55. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 wherein said fiher is approximately 
cylindrical in shape. 

56. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 44 wherein said filter comprises a 
thermoplastic material. 

57. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 15 wherein said first filter element is 
selectively removable fi-om said filter support and removable from said dirt cup. . 



58 . (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 5 wherein said first filter element has an open 
central section which extends along an axis of said first filter element. 
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59. (New) The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 5 further comprising a second filter element 
:spacedlrcym:said:first fih^ - ^~:::^-.:-:'^:-:r:.::.'.:^::^ ....s.::::.-..- - :vj::.7:ir-^ 

60. O^ew) The vacuum cleanerofclaim 59 wherein one ofsaid first filter element and 
said second filter element comprises a high efficiency particulate arrest (HEP A) filter medium. 
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